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If you care to -write down that France asks nothing and would
even accept nothing, I am ready to sign it."
"But you have the matter of Naples," he told me, "which
belongs to you."
I replied: "No more than to the whole world. For me it is
no more than a question of principle; I ask only that who-
ever has a right to Naples shall have it. Now, that is what
everyone should wish for. If principles are followed, I shall
agree to everything. I am going to say frankly what I can
consent to and what I will never consent to. I realize that the
King of Saxony, under the circumstances, may be obliged to
make sacrifices. I believe he will be disposed to make them
because he is prudent. But if the plan is to despoil him of all
his dominions and give the Kingdom of Saxony to Prussia,
then I will never give my consent. Neither will I ever consent
to Luxembourg and Mainz being given to Prussia. No more
will I consent to Russia's crossing the Vistula and having
forty-four million subjects in Europe and her frontiers on the
Oder. But if Luxembourg is given to Holland and Mainz to
Bavaria, if the King and the Kingdom of Saxony are pre-
served, and if Russia does not cross the Vistula, I will have no
objection to make about the division of that part of Europe."
Metternich then took my hand and said: "We are far closer
than you think. I promise you that Prussia will have neither
Luxembourg nor Mainz. We are no more desirous than you of
letting Russia expand beyond reason. As for Saxony, we shall
do our best to save at least a part of it."
It was only to know his stand on these matters that I had
talked to him in that fashion. Coming back to the convoca-
tion of the Congress, he insisted on the necessity for postpon-
ing the announcement of the rule for admission which I had
proposed.
"Because," said he, "everyone is afraid of it, and it is incon-
venient for me too just now, since Murat, seeing his minister
left out, would believe that his affair had been decided and
there is no telling what he might do; for in Italy he is on his
own grounds, and we are not."1T
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